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| JOHN HOW A R DoQWEN was interviewed February 8» : 

1964. and he furnished the following Information: • 

I Cj . i c * 'i ' 1 

BOWEN advised that he has been in the Russellville, 
Alabama, area, speaking at various rural Baptist, churches, 

- ani has been residing at the residence of WVLIEVuPrAIN, ' . 

Rural Route, Russellville, Alabama. He stated h\ intended 
leivlrlg the Russellville, Alabama, area February 11, 1964, 
en route back to Laredo, Texas, by way .of New Orleans, 

Louisiana. 0 fi I- tl- ' 

BOWEN stated to the best of his knowledge), he was 
born at Chester,' Pennsylvania, on January 12, 1885, and his 
father's name was JAMES A. BOWEN, and his toother was EMILY ... 
BOWEN. He did not know his parents, but ho was reared in 
an orphranago in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His grandmother, 
SARAH HALL, participated to a limited extent in giving him 
guidance and shelter during the early years of his life. * ' 

His grandmother and relatives are all deceased, and he has 
no known relatives of any kind, 

BOWEN attended elementary school intermittently . 
in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, area, but took corres- 
pondence courses and has completed the equivalent of abcut 
two years of college. He also took a correspondence course 
in theology, which he completed in about 1914. About fifty ; 
years ago, he was ordained as a minister by the Plymouth 
Brethren Church, in Trenton, New Jersey,- and about forty- 
five years ago, he was ordained as a minister by the Northern 
Baptist Convention at Binghamton, New York. He also is 
recognized as an ordained minister by the Missionary Baptist 
Convention and he currently considers himself associated 
with that church body, 

BOWEN stated ha considers himself an itinerant 
gardner and preacher. He was formerly a member of the 
First Baptist Church at Knoxville, Tennessee, and wore 
recently was a member of the First Baptist Church at 
Laredo, Texas, Ho has visited and worshiped at the latter 
church intermittent ly for the past twenty years. 
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About thirty years ago, BOWEN applied for a 
job as a Juvenile counselor, with the Tennessee Valley 
Authority at Knoxville, Tennessee, and recalled that 
he was f ingerprinte 1 on that occasion. From about 1929 
to about 1934, BOWEN worked with juvenile delinquents 
for the City of Knoxville, Tennessee. Whllevdoing this 
work, he became well acquainted with Dr. A. u^MUELbER, 
who is now associated with the Veterans Hospital in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and lives at 4035 Tutwiler Road, 
Memphis, Tennessee. He also became well acquainted 
with Miss MARV'^LLIOTT, who is a prominent social worker 
in the Knoxville/' Tennessee, area. 

*— * ■ * ' ■ 

BOWEN states since becoming ordained about 
fifty years ago, "he has traveled extensively in the 
United States, particularly in the Stanton, Virginia, 
area, and in the Southern part of the United States, as 
an Itinerant Baptist minister. During the past twenty 
years, ho has also made numerous trips as an itinerant 
Baptist minister throughout Mexico. He stated he has 
never been to Canada or England or any other foreign 
country,, except In about 1939, he once visited Bermuda. 
On these Itinerant preaching tours, he resides in the 
homes of the host pastor, and he moves from place to 
place frequently. He considers his home to be the St.._ 
.Anthony Hotel,, Eare^o, Texas, and he is well known there 
by the manager OSCAR)^RRINA. He has been residing at 
that hotel intermittently for the past twenty years, and 
has made trips to Mexico for the past twenty years as an 
Itinerant preacher. 

BOWEN slated ho has no passport, but carries 
for identification purposes, the following items: 

Social Security Card In the name of 

JOHN HOIV’AUD BOWEN, Social Security 

Number 419-36-9745. 

Texaco Company Credit Card #T- 11372, 

, r In the name of J. H. BOWEN, P. 0. Box 

3042, Knoxville, Tennessee. , 



GM ? Star Tr^uran-.-.c Cospiry Card, .policy . ' " 

Number N3 176# • ' , ' 

Card Xrcw .Laredo National Bank, in the 

niis s of JOHN HOWARD BOWEN, 92D Salinas Avenue, 

Box 308, Laredo, Texas, Account Number 10-7400-1, 

D0"'f.d slated that in 1956, ho contacted an unreca 1 led 
attorney in Philadelphia to apply for Social Security, This 
attorney e.rpr-rlenet-d great difficulty In obtaining a date of 
birth for him. The attorney was not able to completely verify 
his birth, but furnished hlra with a card reflecting the 
following data: 

JOHN HOWARD BOWEN 1 

January 14, 1880 
JAMES A. BOWEN 
EDITH MONTGOMERY 
Chester, Pennsylvania 
D-869- 1880 
March 6, 1956 

The above card bore the signature of a person ' 
which- appeared to be CERWIN F. VfATKTNS, as the person who 
executed the birth data form. BOWEN stated he doubted 
If the above was t Cactly correct, but It was the best 
birth data which the attorney could obtain through unknown 
sources. He could not recall the name of: this at tnrncy, - 

and was not certain If WATKINS was his name or not. 

BOWEN stated he had been unable to obtain Social Security 
iionrflts lie cause of his inability to obtain correct birth 

<b,5t * K , I- < r- i i ■ ' 

,i . * 1 ■* ~ • 

BOWEN slates that in about 1958, he was residing 
. at thn Recce Hotel, .■ M*\ lco, and also residing ir. 

that same hold w-is AI,f>llt'f/0«Ij(iitNE, who was a retired 
itinerant Baptist minister 1 frbn Canada, OSBORNE was about 
70 years of age, S’S" tall, 190 pounds, hair gray and balding, 
and had an English or Scottish accent. BOWES tv-Unofle -Igvd 
that OSBORNE was about his name sire and ago. "' 



4 




Kamo : 

Born: 

Father: 

Holtier; 

Place of Birth: 
File Number: 
Filed: 






— „ ■ . - W ■ * ~ I ' i 1 1 









4 



O -O 

C • i , 



o 




105-908 



A census of soy tc 1ypr *iis then being taken by 
Mexican authorities, and BGKfN was unable to locate his 
identification papers, He therefore borrowed the identi- 
fication papers of OSBORNE on that oerasion, and exhibitor! 
thee to the Mexican nuthoritios. He thereafter returned 
those papers to OSBORNE. He later found his own identifi- 
cation papers, and states he has never before or since 
c 1 alined to In’- anyone, other than JOHN HOWARD BOWEN. . 



BOWEN stated he next saw OSBORNE in about the .. 
Spring of 1961 or 1962, at the Railway Express Company 
Office iri Mexico City, Mexico. He pointed out he corres- 
ponds occasionally with OSBORNE, but has not seen him since 
the above occasion. He recalled having heard through friends 
in Mexico that OSBORNE was traveling in Mexico as an itinerant 
Baptist preacher in IRioemboi; 1963, and January, 1964, but 
he was planning on returning to Canada, and possibly taking 
upon residence in the vicinity of Vancouver, Canada. 



BOWEN observed a photograph of a man standing 
in front of a castlc-likc building, holding what appeared 
to be a camera, and ho identified that person as being 
ALBERT OSBORNE. BOWEN explained that he has a copy of 
that same photograph, which was sent to him by OSBORNE, 
and it apparently was taken during a trip to England or 
Scotland, ■ • 

BOWEN also observed a photograph of a man in a 
zippered jacket arid a helmet, and identified that ns being 
a photograph of himself, which bad been taken about, twenty 
years ago :it Vernertiz, Mexico.. BOWEN str, ted that ALBERT 
OSBORNE has traveled in the same areas in Mexico as an 
itinerant Baptist preacher, and OSBORNE has sl/yc-d at the 
two independent churches in Texmeluean, Mexico, where tho 
churches maintain a ito'flo for ministers. These churches 
also dis tr Unite food for children freai destitute families. 
Ho explained that it nr»s entirely possible persons might 
confuse him with OSBORNE, because l hey arc both itinerant 
Baptist preachers, uc about the ep«c size and age, and 
both travel extensively in Mexico,. . \ '■C''}'!'. 
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BCWFN HlateJ he was not Interviewed in 
Merino at Text** lu can or anywhere el so by the FBI, 
regarding OSBORNE or subject OSWALD. Ho pointed out '/■ 
when he came lo Laredo, Texas, recently, ho learned 
that the FBI bad boon making inquiries there regarding 
his recent trip to Mexico. He stated -that ho thereafter, 
looked through his reapers an d files at Laredo, and learned 
that ho had made a trip by bus from Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, 
to Mexico City, on September 26-27, 1963. 

BOWEN explained that at the bur. station in 
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, at about 3;30 P.M., September 26, 

J963, ho boarded a bus en route to Mexico City, and signed 
hia own na^o, JOHN HOWARD BOWEN to the roster of passengers 
He Bat in the third seat from the front on tho right side, 

A young man who apparently boarded the bus at tho same 
time sat in the seat adjacent to hie?. Ho described this 
person as follows; 

Sex; 

Race * 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight ; 

Hair * 

Complexion: . 

He explained this passenger had a saall 
zipper bag which he placed in the rack above bis feet. 

He did not talk to thi? person or hear him speak to 
rinyono elso en the bus, lie presumed this pern on was . 
Mexican or Puerto Rican, because ho was dark complected 
and did not appear to bo an American, Ho recalled that 
directly In front of hi?i was a nan and a won an who were 
about sixty years of age. The pan was retired from the 
Bermuda police Department, and ho apparently had boon 
traveling extensively since his rot ire, non t, BOWEN re-, 
called that two Mexican »w>cn and n small child occupied 
tho sent ditectly behind him, Ha could not recall who 
tho other passengers might have been on the lws. Ho did 
roeall that the bus was fully occupied whan it lefl Nuevo 
Laredo, - 
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29 
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KOMIN stated the young jn%o fitting poxt to hid 
H-ent to sleep shortly after gelling on the bus, and did : 
not converse with him or anyone else. At about 4:30 or 
5:00 P.M. on September 26, 1964, tins bus stopped for a ■ • 
lunch stop at Sabinas Hidalgo, Mexico. ' This young man 
went to the restroom and ate a lur..;h at the bus station, ‘ 
When he returned to the bus, he went to the rear of the 
bus where he reclined on a rear seat and went to sleep. 

110WEN slated he did not recall seeing the above 
person again during tho trip to Mexico City, and has not 
seen bin before or since that time. He did not know where 
the above person got oft the bus. BOWEN stated he does 
not recall having specifically seen a particular photograph 
of subject LEE HARVEY OSWALD, but is rather certain he had 
seen some newspaper photographs of him. He slated he does 
not feel that the above person was identical to LEE HARVEY 
OSWALD, because the above person was *juite dark complected 
and appeared to be a Mexican or Puerto Rican. 

BOWEN stated he arrived in Mexico City on the 
above bus about 9:30 AM. , September 27, 1963. He thereafte 
boarded smother bus in Mexico City, and went to Puebla, 
Mexico, where he resided at tho St, Augustine Hotel. The 
next day, he boarded n night train at Puebla and traveled 
to the TIniltoa-.t Hotel in Jesus Carranga, which is north * 
of juchUan, Mexico. Ho regained in this area for about 
one week, contacting various native ministers, and de- 
livering Bibles to tfiur. He preached .s o.:c in Juchitjn, 
and Tehuantepec, area. He then returned to the area of 
Puebla, Mexico, there he resided with various persons 
connected with Baptist churches in. that vicinity. He then 
traveled ba de to Laredo, Texas, in about the middle of 
November, 1963. While In Mexico City, he usually resides 
nt the Canada Hotel Annex, which is on Oineo Do Mayo Street 
BOWEN stated at no time on tbJ« trip did lit: again see the. 
above roeniionej person who had been on the bus with him 
from Neuvo Laredo. •. 
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BOrfd sfvtc.l he. lot end? to travel from the ,V. . 
Russr 1 Ivillc, Alabama, area, to Laredo, Texas, by way 
of New Or 1 ears, ar.l expects to be at the St. Anthony 
Hotel, Lsrrd*, Te’as, about Fe bruary 15-17, 1964. where . ; 
he rtll tcmj.ir. indefinitely. He stated that at Laredo, •• 
he could locale the bus ticket wnich would verify the 
date of the ahove mentioned trip into Mexico in September, . 
1963. He Mated he (ray also have there correspondence* . 
front ALBi.lt ! OSBORNE- * . . 

BOWEN stated he has never taught school, has never 
bren to ar.y foreign countries, other th^n Mexico and Bermuda. 
He stated he has never written a book, knew nothing about 
the Lisbon earthquake of 1775. He could not recall seeing 
any American girls on instant bus, and knew of no one on 
the bus rho might have talked to the young man sitting in 
the seat adjacent to him. 




BOWEN stated he- definitely is rot identical to 
ALBERT QSBORNF, and with the one exception, he has never 
posed as ALBERT OSBORNE- BOWEN slated he would cooperate 
fully in this matter. He volunteered to have his photograph 
and fingerprints taken on this occasion. 

BOWEN furnished the following descriptive data 



regarding himself: 

Name : 

Sex: 

Race : 

Date of Birth: 
Msec of Birth: 
Height: 

Weight : 

Hair; 

Eyes : 

Build; 

Complexion: 

. >■ . Sears and Marks: 

■ t. 



JOHN HOWARD BOWEN . t - 

Male 

White 

January 12, 1885 

Chester, Pennsylvania 

5 '8” * 

190 p curds 

Gray and thin 

Blue 

Heavy 

Medium 

Small ioun»1 sere or sear... 
on right temple. 
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Characteristics: 
Occupation ? 



Vc-ars heavy, dark ' rimmed ■{ 
glasses for reading 

Itinerant Baptist preacher,. 





